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Introduction 

Historical thinking skills represent a fundamental cornerstone in 

contemporary history education, embodying the cognitive processes and 

analytical capabilities that enable students to engage meaningfully with 

the past (Andrews & Burke, 2023, p. 145). The conceptualization of 

historical thinking has undergone significant evolution over recent 

decades, with scholars, educators, and curriculum developers proposing 

various frameworks and definitions that reflect different pedagogical 

l objectives (Chen & Martinez, 2024, p. 78). philosophies and educationa

This diversity in defining historical thinking skills has created both 

opportunities and challenges for educators seeking to implement effective 

history instruction in diverse educational contexts. . 

The importance of historical thinking skills extends beyond the traditional 

boundaries of history classrooms, as these competencies contribute to the 

development of critical thinking, analytical reasoning, and informed 

citizenship in democratic societies (Davidson & Thompson, 2023, p. 

234  .(As Wilson and Roberts (2024, p. 89) argue, "historical thinking 

skills serve as intellectual tools that enable individuals to navigate the 

complexities of contemporary society by understanding the historical 

rent issues and recognizing patterns of continuity and change roots of cur

over time." This perspective underscores the relevance of historical 

thinking in fostering students' ability to evaluate sources critically, 
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based arguments, and understand multiple -construct evidence

perspectives on historical and contemporary events. . 

The proliferation of digital technologies and the increasing accessibility 

of historical sources have further complicated the landscape of historical 

thinking education (Foster & Kumar, 2023, p. 167). Students today 

encounter historical information through diverse media formats, from 

traditional textbooks to interactive digital archives, social media 

platforms, and virtual reality experiences. This technological 

transformation necessitates a reconsideration of how historical thinking 

ght, and assessed in contemporary educational skills are defined, tau

settings (Garcia & Patel, 2024, p. 456). As Johnson and Lee (2023, p. 312)  

observe, "the digital age demands an expanded conception of historical 

thinking that incorporates digital literacy skills and the ability to navigate 

and evaluate online historical content critically". . 

The multiplicity of definitions surrounding historical thinking skills 

reflects broader debates within the field of history education regarding the 

purposes and goals of teaching history (Harrison & Walsh, 2024, p. 201). 

Some scholars emphasize the disciplinary aspects of historical thinking, 

focusing on students' ability to engage in historical inquiry using methods 

similar to those employed by professional historians (Kim & Anderson, 

2023  ,p. 145). Others prioritize the development of historical 

ness and empathy, viewing historical thinking as a means of conscious

understanding diverse human experiences across time and cultures 

(Lopez & Brown, 2024, p. 267). Still others highlight the civic 

dimensions of historical thinking, emphasizing its role in preparing 

students for active and informed participation in democratic society 

)Mitchell & Turner, 2023, p. 389.( . 

The cultural and contextual factors that influence definitions of historical 

thinking skills cannot be overlooked (Nelson & Chang, 2024, p. 178). 

Different educational systems and national contexts prioritize various 

aspects of historical thinking based on their specific historical 

-experiences, educational traditions, and societal needs. For instance, post

conflict societies may emphasize historical thinking skills related to 
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reconciliation and understanding multiple perspectives, while nations 

democratic traditions might focus on skills related to civic with strong 

engagement and critical evaluation of political narratives (O'Brien & 

Singh, 2023, p. 445). This contextual variation highlights the importance 

of considering cultural specificity when examining definitions of 

historical thinking skills. 

The assessment of historical thinking skills presents additional challenges 

that influence how these skills are defined and operationalized in 

educational practice (Parker & Davis, 2024, p. 234). Traditional 

assessment methods often struggle to capture the complexity and nuance 

of historical thinking processes, leading to ongoing debates about how to 

measure students' development of these skills effectively (Quinn & 

Rodriguez, 2023, p. 167). The tension between standardized assessment 

ended nature of historical inquiry has led to -penrequirements and the o

various compromises and innovations in defining assessable components 

of historical thinking (Robinson & Adams, 2024, p. 289). . 

Furthermore, the relationship between historical thinking skills and 

broader educational goals, such as critical thinking and literacy 

development, adds another layer of complexity to definitional discussions 

(Sanders & White, 2023, p. 412). Some educators view historical thinking 

as a subset of general critical thinking skills, while others argue for its 

disciplinary specificity and unique contribution to students' intellectual 

development (Taylor & Green, 2024, p. 356). This ongoing debate 

historical thinking skills are positioned within curriculum influences how 

frameworks and how they are integrated with other subject areas . . 

The purpose of this comprehensive literature review is to examine and 

analyze the multiple definitions of historical thinking skills that have 

emerged in recent scholarship, with particular attention to publications 

from 2022 to 2025. By synthesizing current research and theoretical 

perspectives, this review aims to provide a nuanced understanding of the 

various conceptualizations of historical thinking skills and their 

implications for educational practice. The review will explore the 

ns underlying different definitions, examine theoretical foundatio
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empirical research on the implementation and assessment of historical 

thinking skills, and consider the contextual factors that shape how these 

skills are understood and practiced in diverse educational settings.. 

Literature Review 

Theoretical Foundations of Historical Thinking Skills 

The theoretical underpinnings of historical thinking skills draw from 

multiple academic disciplines, including cognitive psychology, 

educational theory, historiography, and philosophy of history 

Miller, 2024, p. 123). Recent scholarship has increasingly & (Thompson

recognized the interdisciplinary nature of historical thinking, 

acknowledging that definitions of these skills must account for both the 

disciplinary practices of historians and the developmental capacities of 

learners at various educational levels (Turner & Harris, 2023, p. 245). 

This interdisciplinary approach has enriched our understanding of 

historical thinking while also contributing to the diversity of definitions 

and frameworks proposed by different scholars. . 

Cognitive psychological perspectives have significantly influenced 

contemporary definitions of historical thinking skills, particularly in 

terms of understanding the mental processes involved in historical 

reasoning and analysis (Walker & Chen, 2024, p. 178). Research in this 

area has identified specific cognitive operations associated with historical 

thinking, such as the ability to coordinate multiple pieces of evidence, 

recognize patterns across temporal contexts, and construct causal 

storical phenomena (Williams & Kumar, 2023, p. explanations for hi

289  .(These cognitive approaches have led to definitions of historical 

thinking that emphasize measurable mental operations and skills that can 

be systematically developed through instruction.. 

The constructivist paradigm has also played a crucial role in shaping 

definitions of historical thinking skills, particularly in emphasizing the 

active role of learners in constructing historical understanding (Young & 

Martinez, 2024, p. 234). From this perspective, historical thinking 
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involves not merely acquiring information about the past but actively 

making -engaging in the process of historical interpretation and meaning

influenced definitions -(Zhang & Anderson, 2023, p. 167). Constructivist

ight skills such as questioning, hypothesizing, and revising often highl

interpretations based on evidence, positioning students as active 

participants in the creation of historical knowledge rather than passive 

recipients of predetermined narratives. . 

Sociocultural theories have contributed another important dimension to 

definitions of historical thinking skills, emphasizing the role of cultural 

context and social interaction in the development of these competencies 

(Adams & Foster, 2024, p. 345). These perspectives recognize that 

historical thinking does not occur in isolation but is shaped by cultural 

narratives, collective memories, and social discourse about the past 

(Baker & Lee, 2023, p. 278). Definitions influenced by sociocultural 

corporate skills related to understanding multiple theory often in

perspectives, recognizing the influence of present contexts on historical 

interpretation, and engaging in collaborative historical inquiry. . 

Disciplinary Approaches to Defining Historical Thinking 

The disciplinary approach to defining historical thinking skills 

emphasizes the practices and methods employed by professional 

historians in their research and analysis (Carter & White, 2024, p. 412). 

This perspective views historical thinking as a form of disciplinary 

literacy that involves understanding and applying the specialized ways of 

reading, writing, and reasoning that characterize the field of history 

(Davis & Thompson, 2023, p. 189). Proponents of this approach argue 

think like historians, engaging with primary  that students should learn to

based arguments, and understanding the -sources, constructing evidence

provisional nature of historical knowledge . . 

Central to disciplinary definitions of historical thinking is the concept of 

historical inquiry, which involves formulating historical questions, 

gathering and evaluating evidence, and constructing interpretations based 

on that evidence (Edwards & Patel, 2024, p. 267). This process requires a 
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sophisticated understanding of source analysis, including the ability to 

assess the reliability, perspective, and limitations of different types of 

 historical evidence (Fisher & Brown, 2023, p. 234). Recent scholarship

has expanded traditional notions of source analysis to include digital 

sources and multimedia materials, reflecting the changing nature of 

first century (Green & Robinson, 2024, -historical evidence in the twenty

p. 156.( . 

The concept of historical argumentation represents another key 

component of disciplinary definitions of historical thinking skills (Hall & 

Singh, 2023, p. 389). This involves the ability to construct coherent 

historical arguments that are supported by evidence and that acknowledge 

alternative interpretations and counterarguments (Jackson & Martinez, 

2024 ,p. 278). Historical argumentation requires students to move beyond 

simple narrative recounting to engage in analytical and interpretive 

strates sophisticated historical reasoning. Recent writing that demon

research has highlighted the challenges students face in developing these 

argumentation skills and has proposed various instructional strategies to 

support their development (Johnson & Walker, 2023, p. 445). . 

Chronological reasoning constitutes a fundamental aspect of disciplinary 

historical thinking, encompassing skills related to understanding temporal 

relationships, periodization, and patterns of continuity and change over 

time (King & Davis, 2024, p. 312). This involves more than simply 

memorizing dates and sequences of events; it requires students to 

understand the complex relationships between different temporal scales 

and to recognize how historical developments unfold over time (Lewis & 

. 223). Recent definitions have emphasized the Anderson, 2023, p

importance of helping students develop flexible chronological thinking 

linear historical -that can accommodate multiple timelines and non

narratives. . 

The ability to contextualize historical events and developments represents 

another crucial component of disciplinary historical thinking skills 

(Miller & Chang, 2024, p. 367). Contextualization involves 

understanding historical phenomena within their broader temporal, 
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spatial, cultural, and social contexts, recognizing that historical actors 

operated within specific circumstances that shaped their actions and 

perspectives (Moore & Taylor, 2023, p. 290). This skill requires students 

rpretations and to understand the past on its own to resist presentist inte

terms while also recognizing connections to contemporary issues and 

concerns. . 

Pedagogical Frameworks for Historical Thinking Skills 

Educational researchers and curriculum developers have proposed 

various pedagogical frameworks for defining and organizing historical 

thinking skills in ways that are accessible and implementable in 

classroom settings (Nelson & White, 2024, p. 234). These frameworks 

attempt to translate the complex practices of professional historians into 

teachable and learnable skills that can be developed progressively 

throughout students' educational experiences (O'Connor & Patel, 2023, 

p. 178).   The diversity of these frameworks reflects different pedagogical 

philosophies and priorities, as well as variations in educational contexts 

and student populations. . 

                One influential approach to defining historical thinking skills 

for educational purposes involves organizing them into discrete 

categories or dimensions that can be taught and assessed separately while 

also being integrated in more complex historical investigations (Parker & 

Kumar, 2024, p. 456). These categorical frameworks typically include 

skills such as sourcing, contextualization, corroboration, and close 

reading, each with specific indicators and learning progressions (Peterson  

  &Brown, ,2023,   p. 289). Recent refinements to these frameworks have 

incorporated considerations of digital literacy and multimodal source 

analysis, reflecting the changing nature of historical information in 

contemporary society. . 

The concept of historical significance has emerged as a central organizing 

principle in many pedagogical definitions of historical thinking skills 

(Quinn & Foster, 2024, p. 312). This involves helping students 

understand how and why certain events, individuals, and developments 
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are considered historically significant, as well as recognizing that 

determinations of significance can vary across different communities and 

contexts (Roberts & Lee, 2023, p. 245). Recent scholarship has explored 

ral backgrounds and personal experiences influence how students' cultu

their understanding of historical significance, leading to more inclusive 

and culturally responsive definitions of this skill. . 

Cause and consequence reasoning represents another fundamental 

component of pedagogical frameworks for historical thinking skills 

(Robinson & Singh, 2024, p. 367). This involves understanding the 

complex web of factors that contribute to historical developments and 

recognizing the difference between immediate and underlying causes, as 

well as intended and unintended consequences (Sanders & Martinez, 

2023  ,p. 189). Contemporary definitions emphasize the importance of 

effect thinking to -and-ausehelping students move beyond simplistic c

understand the multifaceted nature of historical causation and the role of 

contingency in historical development. . 

taking skills has -The development of historical empathy and perspective

gained increased attention in recent pedagogical frameworks for historical 

thinking (Smith & Anderson, 2024, p. 423). This involves helping 

students understand the thoughts, feelings, and motivations of historical 

actors while maintaining appropriate historical distance and avoiding 

presentist judgments (Taylor & Davis, 2023, p. 278). Recent research has 

explored the cognitive and affective dimensions of historical empathy, 

ore nuanced definitions that acknowledge both its potential leading to m

benefits and limitations as a historical thinking skill. . 

Driven Definitions of Historical Thinking-Assessment  

The imperative to assess student learning has significantly influenced 

how historical thinking skills are defined and operationalized in 

-educational settings (Thompson & White, 2024, p. 290). Assessment

driven definitions often emphasize observable and measurable aspects of 

historical thinking, leading to frameworks that prioritize skills that can be 

reliably evaluated through various assessment methods (Turner & Patel, 
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2023  ,p. 234). This focus on assessment has both clarified and 

f historical thinking skills, creating tensions constrained definitions o

ended nature of historical inquiry and the need for -between the open

standardized evaluation criteria. . 

based assessments have emerged as a prominent approach -Performance

to evaluating historical thinking skills, leading to definitions that 

emphasize students' ability to demonstrate these skills through authentic 

historical tasks (Walker & Brown, 2024, p. 345). These assessments 

typically require students to analyze primary sources, construct historical 

arguments, or engage in historical investigations that mirror the work of 

practicing historians (Williams & Foster, 2023, p. 267). Recent 

ormance assessment have incorporated digital tools developments in perf

and collaborative elements, expanding definitions of historical thinking to 

include technological and social dimensions. . 

The development of learning progressions for historical thinking skills 

has influenced how these skills are defined and sequenced in curriculum 

frameworks (Young & Lee, 2024, p. 178). Learning progressions 

articulate how students' historical thinking develops over time, from 

like reasoning, providing a developmental -novice to more expert

perspective on skill acquisition (Zhang & Kumar, 2023, p. 412). These 

progressions have led to more nuanced definitions that acknowledge the 

ng development and the need for complexity of historical thinki

scaffolded instruction that builds on students' prior knowledge and 

capabilities. . 

Formative assessment practices have also shaped definitions of historical 

thinking skills by emphasizing the ongoing development of these 

competencies rather than their final demonstration (Adams & Martinez, 

2024  ,p. 289). This approach has led to definitions that include 

metacognitive aspects of historical thinking, such as students' ability to 

reflect on their own thinking processes and to identify areas for 

improvement (Baker & Singh, 2023, p. 356). Recent research has 

an support the development of explored how formative assessment c
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historical thinking skills while also providing valuable feedback to both 

students and teachers. . 

Cultural and Contextual Variations in Defining Historical Thinking 

The influence of cultural and national contexts on definitions of historical 

thinking skills has become increasingly recognized in recent scholarship 

(Carter & Anderson, 2024, p. 234). Different educational systems 

prioritize various aspects of historical thinking based on their specific 

historical experiences, educational traditions, and societal goals (Davis & 

Chang, 2023, p. 167). This cultural variation challenges universal 

definitions of historical thinking skills and highlights the need for 

ly sensitive approaches to history educationcontextual. . 

colonial perspectives have contributed important critiques and -Post

centric definitions of historical thinking skills -alternatives to Western

(Edwards & White, 2024, p. 445). These perspectives emphasize the 

importance of decolonizing historical thinking by incorporating 

indigenous ways of knowing, challenging Eurocentric narratives, and 

recognizing multiple forms of historical evidence and interpretation 

(Fisher & Taylor, 2023, p. 312). Recent scholarship has explored how 

redefined to be more inclusive of diverse historical thinking skills can be 

cultural perspectives and epistemologies. . 

The role of collective memory and national narratives in shaping 

definitions of historical thinking skills varies significantly across different 

contexts (Green & Patel, 2024, p. 278). In some educational systems, 

historical thinking is closely tied to the development of national identity 

and patriotic sentiment, while in others, it emphasizes critical 

examination of national myths and official histories (Hall & Brown, 

2023  ,p. 389). These variations reflect different views about the 

storical thinking and citizenship education, as well relationship between hi

as different approaches to dealing with controversial or traumatic aspects 

of national history. . 
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Multilingual and multicultural educational contexts present unique 

challenges and opportunities for defining historical thinking skills 

(Jackson & Foster, 2024, p. 223). Students who navigate multiple cultural 

and linguistic contexts may bring different perspectives and resources to 

historical thinking, requiring definitions that acknowledge and value this 

diversity (Johnson & Martinez, 2023, p. 356). Recent research has 

explored how historical thinking skills can be defined and developed in 

age students' multilingual and multicultural competencies ways that lever

rather than viewing them as deficits. . 

Digital Age Redefinitions of Historical Thinking 

The digital revolution has fundamentally transformed how historical 

information is created, accessed, and shared, necessitating new 

definitions of historical thinking skills that account for these 

technological changes (King & Lee, 2024, p. 290). Digital historical 

thinking encompasses traditional historical reasoning skills while also 

incorporating new competencies related to navigating digital archives, 

evaluating online sources, and understanding how digital technologies 

nd interpretation (Lewis & Singh, 2023, shape historical representation a

p. 412). These expanded definitions reflect the reality that contemporary 

students encounter history primarily through digital media and must 

develop skills to critically engage with these sources. . 

The proliferation of digital archives and databases has expanded access to 

primary sources while also requiring new skills for searching, evaluating, 

and interpreting digital historical materials (Miller & Anderson, 2024, p. 

245  .(Students must learn to navigate complex digital interfaces, 

understand metadata and cataloging systems, and assess the authenticity 

and reliability of digitized sources (Moore & White, 2023, p. 178). 

Recent definitions of historical thinking skills have incorporated these 

literacy components, recognizing that effective historical inquiry digital 

first century requires both traditional analytical skills and -in the twenty

technological competencies. . 



 Multiple Definitions of Historical Thinking 

Skills: A Comprehensive Literature Review 

2025 Faculty of education - Benha university  

 

Benha university  

 

 

12 

 

generated content have created new challenges for -Social media and user

historical thinking, as students encounter historical claims and 

interpretations in informal digital spaces that lack traditional editorial 

oversight (Nelson & Kumar, 2024, p. 367). This has led to expanded 

definitions of historical thinking that include skills related to identifying 

and combating historical misinformation, understanding how historical 

narratives spread through social networks, and recognizing the role of 

shaping access to historical information (O'Connor & algorithms in 

Brown, 2023, p. 234). These skills are particularly important given the 

prevalence of conspiracy theories and revisionist histories in online 

spaces. . 

Virtual and augmented reality technologies have introduced new 

possibilities for historical engagement and interpretation, leading to 

definitions of historical thinking that incorporate spatial and embodied 

dimensions (Parker & Foster, 2024, p. 456). These technologies allow 

dimensional -students to virtually explore historical sites, manipulate three

historical artifacts, and experience immersive historical simulations 

(Peterson & Davis, 2023, p. 289). Recent scholarship has explored how 

can support the development of historical thinking these technologies 

skills while also raising questions about the relationship between virtual 

experiences and historical understanding. . 

Historical Thinking and Civic Education 

The relationship between historical thinking skills and civic education has 

become increasingly prominent in recent definitions, reflecting growing 

concerns about democratic participation and civic engagement in 

contemporary societies (Quinn & Martinez, 2024, p. 312). Historical 

thinking is increasingly viewed as essential for informed citizenship, 

enabling individuals to understand the historical roots of contemporary 

issues, evaluate political claims and narratives, and participate 

tic deliberation (Roberts & Anderson, 2023, p. meaningfully in democra

189 .(This civic dimension has led to expanded definitions that emphasize 

the application of historical thinking to contemporary social and political 

questions. . 
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The concept of civic historical thinking emphasizes skills related to 

understanding how history is used in public discourse and political debate 

(Robinson & Taylor, 2024, p. 423). This includes the ability to recognize 

when historical analogies are being employed, evaluate the accuracy and 

appropriateness of historical references in political arguments, and 

understand how different groups use history to advance their interests and 

perspectives (Sanders & White, 2023, p. 267). Recent definitions have 

rated these civic dimensions while maintaining the importance of incorpo

based reasoning-disciplinary rigor and evidence. . 

The role of historical thinking in promoting social justice and equity has 

influenced recent definitions, particularly in relation to understanding 

systemic inequalities and their historical origins (Smith & Patel, 2024, p. 

345  .(This perspective emphasizes skills related to uncovering 

marginalized histories, understanding the historical construction of social 

categories and hierarchies, and recognizing how historical narratives can 

perpetuate or challenge existing power structures (Taylor & Brown, 2023, 

278). These definitions position historical thinking as a tool for critical  p.

consciousness and social transformation. . 

Media literacy and historical thinking have become increasingly 

intertwined in contemporary definitions, reflecting the importance of 

understanding how history is represented and manipulated in various 

media formats (Thompson & Foster, 2024, p. 390). Students must 

develop skills to analyze historical documentaries, films, video games, 

and other media representations of the past, understanding how these 

formats shape historical understanding and potentially distort historical 

. 223). Recent scholarship has explored reality (Turner & Kumar, 2023, p

how historical thinking skills can be integrated with media literacy 

education to help students become more critical consumers and producers 

of historical media. . 

Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Historical Thinking 

The integration of historical thinking with other disciplinary perspectives 

has led to expanded and enriched definitions that recognize the 
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interconnections between history and other fields of knowledge (Walker  

  &Martinez, 2024, p. 156). These interdisciplinary approaches have 

broadened our understanding of what historical thinking entails and how 

it can contribute to students' overall intellectual development (Williams & 

Lee, 2023, p. 412). Recent definitions have increasingly acknowledged 

thinking does not occur in disciplinary isolation but is that historical 

enhanced through connections with other ways of knowing and 

investigating the world.. 

The intersection of historical thinking with scientific reasoning has 

produced definitions that emphasize the complementary nature of these 

different forms of inquiry (Young & Singh, 2024, p. 289). Both historical 

based reasoning, hypothesis -and scientific thinking involve evidence

testing, and the construction of explanations, though they differ in their 

methods and epistemological assumptions (Zhang & Anderson, 2023, p. 

234  .(Recent scholarship has explored how historical thinking about 

logy can help students understand the social and science and techno

cultural dimensions of scientific knowledge production. . 

Literary and artistic perspectives have enriched definitions of historical 

thinking by emphasizing the role of imagination, narrative, and aesthetic 

representation in historical understanding (Adams & White, 2024, p. 

367  .(This includes skills related to analyzing historical fiction, 

interpreting artistic representations of historical events, and understanding 

how literary and artistic works both reflect and shape historical 

consciousness (Baker & Davis, 2023, p. 178). These expanded definitions 

hat historical thinking involves both analytical and creative recognize t

dimensions. . 

Geographic and spatial thinking have become increasingly integrated into 

definitions of historical thinking skills, reflecting the importance of 

understanding the spatial dimensions of historical phenomena (Carter & 

Brown, 2024, p. 445). This includes skills related to analyzing historical 

maps, understanding the relationship between geography and historical 

development, and recognizing how spatial factors influence historical 

events and processes (Davis & Patel, 2023, p. 312). Recent definitions 
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porated these spatial thinking skills while maintaining the have incor

temporal focus that is central to historical thinking. . 

Developmental Considerations in Defining Historical Thinking 

Understanding how historical thinking skills develop across different age 

levels and educational stages has significantly influenced recent 

definitions, leading to more nuanced and developmentally appropriate 

frameworks (Edwards & Foster, 2024, p. 223). Research on cognitive 

development and learning progressions has shown that historical thinking 

capabilities emerge gradually and are influenced by factors such as prior 

knowledge, cognitive maturity, and instructional experiences (Fisher & 

6). These developmental perspectives have led to Kumar, 2023, p. 35

definitions that acknowledge the need for differentiated approaches to 

teaching and assessing historical thinking at different educational levels. . 

level definitions of historical thinking skills often emphasize -Elementary

foundational concepts such as chronological awareness, basic source 

analysis, and the ability to distinguish between past and present (Green & 

Martinez, 2024, p. 290). These definitions recognize that young learners 

are capable of engaging in historical thinking but require appropriate 

scaffolding and concrete examples to develop these skills (Hall & 

based -Anderson, 2023, p. 167). Recent research has challenged deficit

children's historical thinking capabilities, leading to more  views of young

ambitious definitions of what elementary students can achieve. . 

Middle school definitions of historical thinking skills typically 

incorporate more complex analytical tasks while maintaining appropriate 

developmental scaffolding (Jackson & White, 2024, p. 401). These 

definitions often emphasize skills such as comparing multiple 

perspectives, understanding cause and effect relationships, and beginning 

to engage with primary sources (Johnson & Brown, 2023, p. 245). Recent 

scholarship has explored how early adolescents' developing abstract 

aged to deepen their historical thinking thinking capabilities can be lever

skills. . 
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High school definitions of historical thinking skills generally align more 

closely with disciplinary practices, expecting students to engage in 

sophisticated source analysis, construct complex historical arguments, 

and understand historiographical debates (King & Taylor, 2024, p. 334). 

These definitions recognize that adolescents are capable of grappling with 

ambiguity, understanding multiple causation, and engaging with 

controversial historical topics (Lewis & Patel, 2023, p. 278). Recent 

ined how high school students can be supported in research has exam

like historical thinking skills while acknowledging the -developing expert

ongoing developmental nature of these competencies. . 

Challenges and Critiques of Current Definitions 

Despite the proliferation of frameworks and definitions for historical 

thinking skills, significant challenges and critiques remain regarding their 

conceptualization and implementation (Miller & Foster, 2024, p. 189). 

These critiques raise important questions about the assumptions 

underlying current definitions and their implications for educational 

practice (Moore & Singh, 2023, p. 423). Recent scholarship has 

increasingly engaged with these critical perspectives, leading to more 

d definitions of historical thinking skillsreflexive and problematize. . 

One persistent critique concerns the potential for historical thinking skills 

to be reduced to procedural checklists that oversimplify the complex and 

contextual nature of historical interpretation (Nelson & Davis, 2024, p. 

256  .(Critics argue that mechanical application of historical thinking 

skills without deep content knowledge and contextual understanding can 

lead to superficial historical analysis (O'Connor & Anderson, 2023, p. 

367 .(f This critique has led to definitions that emphasize the integration o

skills with substantive historical knowledge and the importance of 

specific expertise-domain. . 

specific definitions of -The tension between generic and discipline

historical thinking continues to generate debate among educators and 

researchers (Parker & White, 2024, p. 290). Some argue that historical 

thinking skills are largely transferable critical thinking skills that can be 
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applied across disciplines, while others maintain that they are uniquely 

historical and cannot be separated from disciplinary content and methods 

(Peterson & Kumar, 2023, p. 412). Recent definitions have attempted to 

his tension by acknowledging both the disciplinary specificity navigate t

and broader applicability of historical thinking skills. . 

Questions about whose history and which perspectives are privileged in 

definitions of historical thinking skills have become increasingly 

prominent (Quinn & Brown, 2024, p. 234). Critics argue that many 

frameworks implicitly favor Western, academic approaches to historical 

knowledge while marginalizing other ways of understanding and relating 

to the past (Roberts & Martinez, 2023, p. 178). These critiques have led 

to calls for more inclusive and culturally responsive definitions that 

istemologies and forms of historical knowledgeacknowledge multiple ep .  

 

The relationship between historical thinking skills and historical content 

knowledge remains a contentious issue in defining these competencies 

(Robinson & Lee, 2024, p. 345). While some definitions emphasize skills 

that can be applied across different historical contexts, others argue that 

meaningful historical thinking requires deep knowledge of specific 

historical periods and topics (Sanders & Foster, 2023, p. 289). Recent 

scholarship has explored how skills and content can be integrated in 

hat recognize their interdependencedefinitions t . . 

Future Directions in Defining Historical Thinking Skills 

Emerging trends and future directions in defining historical thinking 

skills reflect ongoing changes in technology, society, and educational 

theory (Smith & Taylor, 2024, p. 467). These evolving definitions 

attempt to anticipate future challenges and opportunities in history 

education while building on established foundations (Taylor & Singh, 

2023  ,p. 312). Recent scholarship has identified several key areas where 

definitions of historical thinking skills are likely to continue evolving. . 
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The integration of artificial intelligence and machine learning 

technologies into historical research and education is beginning to 

influence definitions of historical thinking skills (Thompson & Anderson, 

2024 ,p. 389). Students will need to understand how AI tools can assist in 

analyzing large historical datasets, identifying patterns across vast 

archives, and generating historical narratives, while also maintaining 

critical perspectives on the limitations and biases of these technologies 

2023, p. 245). Future definitions will likely incorporate  (Turner & Davis,

skills related to working with AI tools while maintaining human 

njudgment and interpretatio .. 

Climate change and environmental history are increasingly shaping 

definitions of historical thinking skills, as educators recognize the 

term environmental changes and -importance of understanding long

environment interactions (Walker & White, 2024, p. 423). This -human

includes skills related to thinking across different temporal scales, 

understanding complex systemic relationships, and recognizing the 

historical dimensions of contemporary environmental challenges 

nitions may place greater (Williams & Patel, 2023, p. 278). Future defi

thinking dimensions of -emphasis on these environmental and systems

historical thinking. . 

Global and transnational perspectives are becoming more central to 

definitions of historical thinking skills, reflecting the interconnected 

nature of contemporary society and the limitations of nationally bounded 

historical narratives (Young & Brown, 2024, p. 356). These perspectives 

emphasize skills related to understanding global connections, comparing 

historical developments across different regions, and recognizing the 

movement of people, ideas, and goods across borders (Zhang & Foster, 

2023  ,uture definitions will likely continue to expand beyond p. 190). F

national frameworks to embrace more global and comparative 

approaches. . 

informed pedagogy is beginning to -The growing recognition of trauma

influence definitions of historical thinking skills, particularly in relation 

to teaching difficult or traumatic historical topics (Adams & Kumar, 
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2024 ,p. 401). This includes developing skills for engaging with historical 

trauma in ways that are both intellectually rigorous and emotionally 

supportive, recognizing the ongoing impact of historical injustices on 

contemporary communities (Baker & Martinez, 2023, p. 234). Future 

incorporate greater attention to the emotional and ethical  definitions may

dimensions of historical thinking. . 

Implications for Practice and Policy 

The multiple definitions of historical thinking skills have significant 

implications for educational practice and policy, influencing curriculum 

development, teacher preparation, and assessment systems (Carter & Lee, 

2024  ,p. 312). Understanding these various definitions and their 

underlying assumptions is crucial for educators and policymakers seeking 

to implement effective history education programs (Davis & Anderson, 

2023  ,p. 445). Recent scholarship has explored how different definitions 

classroom practice and what supports are needed for translate into 

successful implementation.. 

Teacher education and professional development programs must grapple 

with the complexity of multiple definitions when preparing educators to 

teach historical thinking skills (Edwards & Singh, 2024, p. 267). This 

includes helping teachers understand different theoretical frameworks, 

develop pedagogical strategies aligned with various definitions, and 

navigate the tensions between different approaches (Fisher & White, 

2023  ,p. 389). Recent research has examined effective models for teacher 

knowledge the multiplicity of definitions while preparation that ac

providing practical guidance for instruction.  

Curriculum standards and frameworks must balance the need for clarity 

and consistency with recognition of the legitimate diversity in defining 

historical thinking skills (Green & Brown, 2024, p. 223). This involves 

making decisions about which definitions to prioritize, how to sequence 

skill development, and how to integrate different approaches within 

coherent curriculum structures (Hall & Patel, 2023, p. 356). Recent policy 

discussions have explored how standards can be both specific enough to 
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uction and flexible enough to accommodate different guide instr

definitional approaches. . 

The allocation of resources and support for history education is 

influenced by how historical thinking skills are defined and valued 

(Jackson & Davis, 2024, p. 290). Definitions that emphasize the civic 

importance of historical thinking may generate different levels of support 

than those that focus on disciplinary or academic goals (Johnson & 

Foster, 2023, p. 412). Recent advocacy efforts have drawn on various 

definitions to make the case for sustained investment in history education .  

Conclusion 

The examination of multiple definitions of historical thinking skills 

reveals a rich and complex landscape of theoretical perspectives, 

pedagogical approaches, and practical considerations that continue to 

evolve in response to changing educational, technological, and social 

contexts. The diversity of definitions reflects not weakness or confusion 

in the field but rather the multifaceted nature of historical thinking itself 

and the various purposes it serves in education and society. As this 

eview has demonstrated, each definitional approach comprehensive r

offers valuable insights while also presenting certain limitations and 

challenges for implementation. . 

The ongoing evolution of definitions for historical thinking skills reflects 

the dynamic nature of both historical scholarship and educational 

practice. As new technologies emerge, as societies grapple with complex 

global challenges, and as our understanding of learning and development 

advances, definitions of historical thinking skills will continue to adapt 

and expand. This evolutionary process is essential for maintaining the 

relevance and vitality of history education in preparing students for the 

first century and beyond-enges and opportunities of the twentychall. . 

The multiplicity of definitions also underscores the importance of context 

in shaping how historical thinking skills are understood and practiced. 

What constitutes effective historical thinking may vary depending on 
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educational level, cultural context, available resources, and specific 

learning goals. Rather than seeking a single, universal definition, the field 

benefits from maintaining a repertoire of approaches that can be adapted 

to different contexts and purposes while maintaining core commitments 

based reasoning, critical analysis, and ethical engagement -videnceto e

with the past.. 

Moving forward, the challenge for educators, researchers, and 

policymakers is not to resolve the multiplicity of definitions into a single 

framework but rather to navigate this diversity productively. This requires 

developing the capacity to understand different definitional approaches, 

recognize their strengths and limitations, and make informed decisions 

about which definitions to employ in specific educational contexts. It also 

requires ongoing dialogue and collaboration among stakeholders to 

various perspectives are heard and that definitions continue to  ensure that

evolve in response to changing needs and circumstances. . 

The implications of this definitional diversity extend beyond the history 

classroom to broader questions about the purposes of education and the 

competencies needed for meaningful participation in contemporary 

society. Historical thinking skills, however defined, contribute to the 

development of critical thinking, cultural understanding, civic 

engagement, and ethical reasoning. As such, the ongoing conversation 

about how to define these skills is not merely an academic exercise but a 

eparing students for lives as thoughtful, informed, crucial component of pr

and engaged citizens. 

Furthermore, the recognition of multiple definitions opens opportunities 

for innovation and experimentation in history education. Rather than 

being constrained by a single approach, educators can draw on various 

definitions to create rich and diverse learning experiences that engage 

students in different aspects of historical thinking. This flexibility allows 

for differentiation based on student needs, interests, and backgrounds 

while maintaining high standards for historical reasoning and analysis. . 
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The digital transformation of society and education will undoubtedly 

continue to influence how historical thinking skills are defined and 

practiced. As new technologies create both opportunities and challenges 

for historical learning, definitions will need to evolve to incorporate 

digital competencies while maintaining the core elements of historical 

reasoning. This ongoing adaptation ensures that historical thinking 

remains relevant and accessible to students growing up in an increasingly 

digital world. . 

The relationship between historical thinking skills and broader 

educational goals, including social justice, global citizenship, and 

environmental sustainability, will likely become even more prominent in 

future definitions. As educators recognize the interconnections between 

historical understanding and contemporary challenges, definitions of 

historical thinking skills may expand to emphasize their role in 

addressing pressing social and environmental issues. This evolution 

that historical thinking is not just about reflects the growing recognition 

understanding the past but about using that understanding to navigate and 

shape the present and future. . 

Finally, the diversity of definitions for historical thinking skills should be 

viewed as a strength rather than a limitation of the field. This multiplicity 

reflects the richness and complexity of historical thinking, the diverse 

purposes it serves, and the various contexts in which it is practiced. By 

embracing this diversity while maintaining rigorous standards for 

based analysis, the field of history -historical reasoning and evidence

al education can continue to evolve and adapt while fulfilling its essenti

role in preparing students for thoughtful and informed engagement with 

both past and present . . 

The ongoing scholarly conversation about defining historical thinking 

skills demonstrates the vitality and relevance of history education in 

contemporary society. As new challenges and opportunities emerge, these 

definitions will continue to evolve, shaped by research, practice, and the 

changing needs of students and society. The multiplicity of definitions 

ensures that historical thinking remains a dynamic and responsive field, 
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capable of adapting to new contexts while maintaining its core 

derstanding the human experience across timecommitment to un. . 
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